Does Temperature Affect Black-capped
Chickadee Visits to Feeders?
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Introduction

While | was observing birds at
the Tualatin Valley Junior Acad-
emy bird blind, | was wondering
why sometimes there were more
Black-capped Chickadees than
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Figure 1. Comparing number of chickadees to temperature

other days. So 1 denlded to test if

d the
of Black-capped Chickadees seen.
Procedures and materials
On days which we went out to the
Downy Creek bird blind. we would follow the
same procedure. First. while we were still in
the classroom Mr. Kahler would give us the
temperature, barometric pressure, humid-
ity, etc. Once all that was recorded the class
would walk down to the bird blind. There we
would observe for usually about 25 minutes.
After we finished Mr. Kahler would go over
the data to make:sure we all had the same
number of each species of birds. The materi-
als included binoculars, tally sheet, and a
pencil.
Pmblcm and hypothesis
k 1s: If the is
hlgher. ﬂlelhnme Black-eapped Chsckadees
Mllcome,to eeder.
hatwe: kept were
loeqﬂon. time of day, and (within 10 min-
utes) time. The things that changed were,
{ humidity.
and how ‘many birds were observcd
Results
Over 10 days I observed a total of
27 Black-capped Chickadees. The
most chickadees observed on one
day was 7, and the least amount of
chickadees observed was 1. There
were 5 days that the temperature
was below 7°C, and 5 times it was
7°C or above. On the days the tempera-
was below 7°C there was a total of 19
chickadees, the total of chickadees on days
were the temperature was above 6°C was 9.
On the day with the highest temperature,
(9°C). there was only one chickadee ob-

served, and on the day with the lowest tem-
perature, (2°C) there were 7 chickadees.

P

is and Conclusi

Data that | have collected prove that
my hypothesis is neither correct nor incor-
rect. On the day with the temperature being
the highest, there was only 1 bird seen. On
the day with temperature being the lowest
there was 7 birds seen. The reason I say my
hypothesis wasn’t proven is that when the
temperature was in the middle, there were 2
or 3 birds seen, Even though this would seem
that the temperature did affect the Black-
capped Chickadees it just isn’t enough differ-
ence between 1 or 2 birds. To make this ex-
periment better for next time I would want to
go out ona regiilar basis and over a longer
period of time instead of about 25 minutes it
should be about 45 minutes. m
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